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'Dead Creek'catchesiattention of health official*
•r STT'HANII LAIATtl ,-<i j-i-V. "••;* . ? „ • ' -

»t »e Jeornel II«K • . ' " ; • , '
< A'Cahokla creek", found to cr ilaln high concentrations of potentially harmful
! chemicals and heavy mel»;_, was brought lo the attention of state and local

health officials last week, apparently after many years of Problems.
'"Dead Creek", a ditch that runs from Judith Lane In Cahokla lo Queeny

Ave. in Sauget. was fenced off after soil samples analyzed by the Illinois En-
vironmental Protection Agency were found to contain high levels of "ex-
tremely hazardous" chemicals. Including polychlorinated biphenyb
(PCBsl. Cahokla Health Officer Tonie Townsend uld.

'Although area residents say (he creek has been a problem for many years,
Townsend uld that the matter had been brought to his attention only last
May after a large section of the ditch caught fire. . •

"I have no Idea (why the subject hadn't come up before)," Townsend uld..
Friday. "Residents never reported It. I beca me aware of It ifter a fire May '
I, after which he had the EPA take soil sample*

Townsend said that he called the
EPA periodically when the results
were delayed, but a backlogged
laboratory and a broken piece of
equipment prevented analysis of the
samples.

However, when news of the creek
broke, Townsend said, the EPA'a
head chemist came down from Spr-

business for such a long time, we
don't even know their name."

The fact thai the PCB level In the
dllrh ranges from 5,200 parts pdr
million near Queen lo 120 parts per
million at Judith supports that
theory, Townsend pointed out.

A preliminary list of the (oil um-
concenlraIhgfield to gather additional p'e results Included high w

samples, Including water samples lo ,U.0™J*'1 heavy materiab.
. . r ' . .n. r . thm Df̂ IlB Blwl nil nrntln, ,»•determine whether the water supply

has been contaminated.
.EPA officials are concerned that

the chemicals have already reached
(he water level, which is only three
feet .under the ditch.

However, John Muraro, an EPA
spokesman, said that he "tees no
threat to the waterways at' this
point."

Results of the water samples were
to have been available Monday,
Muraro said

Residents nlso said that the r.lch
smoked periodically In hot v/i Jher
and sometimes gave off a p rpllsh
glow. An EPA (pokesman s: d that
the high c o n c e n t r a t i o n of
phosphorus In the ditch-120,000
part* per million-could explain the
smoking, as the chemical becomes
reactive at 86 degrees Fahrenheit.

The EPA Is currently In-
vestigating the extent of the concen-
tration of (he materials In the ditch,
Townsend said. The extent of the
contamination will determine what
action Is taken.

Included In the Investigation Li fin-
ding who is responsible lor dumping
the chemicals Muraro said Ihat
there are a lew possibilities, but
declined to comment. However,

Besides
the PCBa and phosphorus, among
the highest concentrations were
Iron, 70,000 parts per million; cop-
per, 37,000 parts per million; and
tine, 25,000 parts per million.

Plants near the creek Include
Monsanto Co.'a Krummrlch Plant,
Amax Zinc and Cerro Copper,
among others. •

A Monsanto spokesman, John
Spano, uld that there Is no evidence
to link ta with the problem.

"The state b Investigating It, and
we will help In any way we can,"
Spano said. "It may (become ap-
parent that Monsanto Is Involved) In
the future. But this (the creek) gi
way back In history. Ifa difficult to
try lo unravel.

"But there are several Industries
In the area, and lo pinpoint one I* un-
fair. We cannot assume respon-
sibility for this." Spano said.

Muraro said that the EPA hoped to
know what course would be taken
with the ditch by today.

"It's a italic altuallon right now,"
he laid Friday. "We don't know ex-
actly what to do with II...11 all
depends on the concentration (of the
chemicals)."

"They're probably going lo have
Townsend uld thai there Is som<r«tfT (fig that dilch~up compMerf-and «*'*•«'•«• a •••*?
speculation about a trucking com- ihcy re worried about where the
pany thai existed In Sauget thai money's going lo come from,"
reportedly hauled hazardous waste. Townsend concluded. "I'm Just con-

"The trucking company may have -eerned about getting It cleaned up
had something lo do wllh II," Town- ind getting It decent lo live over
send uld. "Rut Ih^v'vr hccn out of there."

PETE IAUMAN. 105 Judllh. CohoWo, slondt belore a smolder- c

Ing spot of land near a creek In Cohokla. After sampUt ol soil .
w.r« onoly«»d by Ih* IEPA, tho cr..k wo. l.nc.d off (b«low) ':
Cohoklo Health ofllcvr said thai while area residents hove main- :~"

'«*^"*»^ . .WIT-A" ,^Tl*1* ^

^ '̂̂ wOj.'.H.'̂ *̂̂ -̂: • - ."r?> *—• rw?r
lolned the creek harbeen o problem lor yean, he wo> no'ilied of

: the situation only loll May, alter a large section ol the ditch
'. 'caught fire, the EPA It currently Investigating the extent ol too- '
" Ventrallon of houardous materials In the ditch. ! ' ' • > • <•.
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